
 
 

BWFH surgeons take part in fourth bilateral arm transplant at BWH 
 

In 2010, while on a second tour of duty in Afghanistan, Marine Sgt. John Peck 

was injured when he stepped on an improvised explosive device, triggering an 
explosion. He lost both of his legs and a large part of each arm. Later, he 
developed an infection, which required a further amputation of his left arm to 
save his life. Now retired, he recently underwent a bilateral arm transplant, the 
fourth to take place at Brigham and Women’s Hospital, which required a team of 

12 surgeons, including several who also operate at Brigham and Women’s Faulkner Hospital. Read 

more.  

 
 
 

 
Partners 2.0: Many minds, one heart, together we will make health care 

better. 
 
More than ever before, major changes in technology, transparency and the 

economics of health care are calling upon Partners HealthCare and all its 
member institutions to function more as an integrated system and less like 
separate entities. Partners 2.0  is a new, multi-year, system-wide initiative that 
will optimize efficiency across Partners and improve our entire system to achieve 
better health for our patients. Read more.  

 

 

 
With release of Fall 2016 Leapfrog Hospital Safety Grade, Brigham and 
Women’s Faulkner Hospital has earned Straight “As” for patient safety 

 
New Leapfrog Hospital Safety Grades, which assign A, B, C, D and F letter 
grades to hospitals nationwide and provide the most complete picture of patient 
safety in the United States, were recently announced. Brigham and Women’s 
Faulkner Hospital once again earned an “A,” accomplishing the difficult task of 

being awarded Straight “As” since the inception of the Leapfrog Hospital Safety 
Grade in 2012. BWFH is one of only 72 hospitals out of over 2,600 across 

the country to attain this honor. Read more.  
 
 
 

 
Patient Safety Highlight of the Month: AT&T Language Line connectivity 

 
Recently, a BWFH employee was unable to connect to the Language Line and submitted 
a report in RL Solutions. The event was reviewed and it was determined that BWFH’s 
Telecommunications staff and the employee had followed all the correct steps. However, 
there was a technical problem due to the recent upgrade to VoIP phones. The issue has 
now resolved. Read the full safety highlight here. To learn more about the importance of 

reporting reoccurring issues such as this, talk to your Director or contact Patient Safety Consultant 
Tayla Hough at 617-983-7679. 
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Rangel named Director of Surgical Critical Care and Inpatient Programs at 

BWFH 
 
Erika Rangel, MD, MS, FACS, joined the surgical staff at Brigham and Women’s Hospital 
and Brigham and Women’s Faulkner Hospital as Associate Surgeon in 2011. At BWH, 
she focuses on surgical critical care. At BWFH, she has focused on general surgery. 
Bringing together both areas of interest, Dr. Rangel has recently been named Director of 
Surgical Critical Care and Inpatient Programs at BWFH. Read more.  
 
 

 
 
 

 
And the winner is...  

 
The 2016 Brigham and Women’s Faulkner Hospital Safety Fair has come to a 
close. Congratulations to Linen Distribution Tech Cullen Veale who won a 48” 
television in the raffle! And thank you to everyone who stopped by to receive 
their seasonal flu vaccination and complete their yearly TB and respirator 

screening and annual competency recertification. If you weren’t able to make it 
to the Safety Fair, your manager will arrange for you to take your annual 

competency test. Tests must be returned to Mary Duggan or Adis Benitez in Workforce Development. 
You may schedule your seasonal flu vaccination and yearly TB and respirator screening by calling 
Occupational Health Services at 617-983-4628. Remember, any employee who does not have their flu 
shot at BWFH or provide written documentation that they have received it elsewhere by Thursday, 
December 1, must wear a mask. 

 
 

 
Weiner Center for Preoperative Evaluation nurse practitioner wins DAISY 
Award 

 
Brigham and Women’s Faulkner Hospital’s Department of Nursing recently 
honored the Weiner Center for Preoperative Evaluation’s Bindu Thomas, NP, 

with a DAISY Award. The DAISY Award, established by the DAISY Foundation, is 
named in memory of J. Patrick Barnes. The Barnes Family was inspired by the 
care that Patrick received and established this unique program to recognize and 
thank the nurses nationwide who make a profound difference in the lives of their 

patients and families. Read more.  
 
 

 
BWFH hosts Psychiatric-Mental Health Nursing review course 
 

Intended for registered nurses preparing for the Psychiatric-Mental Health 

Nursing Certification Exam, the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s 
Psychiatric- Mental Health Nursing Review Course was recently held at Brigham 
and Women’s Faulkner Hospital. The course provided attendees information 
relevant to current practice and review materials to prepare for the ANCC 
certification exam. Read more.  
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Expert Advice: Choosing the best flu vaccine for your family 

 
In recent years, the nasal spray version of the flu vaccine has been a popular 
choice for parents and pediatricians who don’t want to inflict the stress of a shot 
on kids. But this year, the Centers for Disease Control and American Academy of 
Pediatrics are recommending against the use of the nasal spray. Read more.  

 
 

 

 
November Is Lung Cancer Awareness Month: Why it’s time to give up 

smoking 
 
During the month of November, Brigham and Women’s Faulkner Hospital is 

celebrating Lung Cancer Awareness Month. Lung cancer is the number one cancer 

killer in the United States. It is time to change this statistic by taking action. One 
way you can take action is to give up smoking. Here our BWFH experts tell us why 

it’s time to quit. 
 

 
Perioperative Nurses Week - Through November 12 

 
At Brigham and Women’s Faulkner, our perioperative nurses specialize in the care of 
patients immediately before, during and after surgical and other invasive procedures. 

During the week of November 6 through 12, we celebrate Perioperative Nurses Week. 
It’s a time to say thank you to our staff for all they do for our patients and each other. 
 
 

 

 
15% Off! Weight Watchers at Work - Information session on November 

29/Meetings start December 6 
 
Brigham and Women’s Faulkner Hospital is bringing Weight Watchers to 
work this winter at a 15% discount. Join Weight Watchers Leader Karen 
Curley and your colleagues for an information session on Tuesday, 

November 29, from 12 noon to 1 pm in the Sadowsky Conference Room to learn about the proven 
Weight Watchers approach and how you can attend meetings at BWFH. Meetings will be held every 
Tuesday, beginning December 6. For more information, including pricing, contact Carol Garcia at 617-

983-7990.  
 
 

 
Questions about open enrollment? Visit a Benefair or QuickStop 

 
During open enrollment employees are invited to Benefairs, where you can meet 

with representatives from many of the companies who work with us to provide 
benefits. You can also drop by QuickStops, where Benefits and Human 
Resources staff will be available to answer quick questions. 

 
 

Benefair: Wednesday, November 16, 12 noon to 3 pm (3rd Floor, outside the cafeteria) 
QuickStop: Friday, November 18, 2:30 to 4:30 pm (7th Floor, Human Resources) 
 
Remember, make your benefits changes by Tuesday, November 22. 

http://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/qa/nasalspray.htm
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Save the Date! Partners HealthCare PROMs Summit - November 17 

 
The Second Annual Partners HealthCare Patient Reported Outcome Measures 
(PROMs) Summit will be held on Thursday, November 17, at the 
Sheraton Boston Hotel (39 Dalton Street – Republic Ballroom /2nd Floor) from 
7:30 am to 4 pm. This year’s Summit includes speakers bringing a system-wide, 

national and global perspective on PROMs. There will also be a special break out collaboration session 
for the system’s analysts interested in PROMs and networking opportunities. All clinical, research and 
administrative staff from all Partners organizations are welcome. To view the agenda and to register, 
click here. Partners HealthCare System is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing 
Medical Education to provide continuing medical education for physicians. Partners HealthCare System 
designates this live activity for a maximum of 5 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits. Physicians should claim 
only the credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity. 

 
 

 

Save the Date! 2016 BWFH Holiday Meal - December 13 
 

It’s that time of year again! The 2016 BWFH Holiday Meal will be served on Tuesday, 
December 13, in the cafeteria. Tickets are required for admission and may be obtained 
through your manager. For those who work the night shift, your Holiday Meal will be 
server in the cafeteria at 3 am on Thursday, December 8. 
 

 
 

 
Become a fan of BWFH on Facebook 
 

Getting up-to-date program information and event listings is as easy as liking 
Brigham and Women’s Faulkner Hospital on Facebook.   
 

View Brigham and Women’s Faulkner Hospital’s Facebook page. 
  

 
 

 

 
Stay in the know! Browse all of BWFH’s latest publications 

 
Bold Ideas, Big Savings  BWFH Perks  Med Thread 
BWFH Calendar of Events  BWFH Pulse – Print Edition Monthly Education Calendar 
BWFHconnect  BWFH Pulse – Email Edition  President’s Points 
BWFH MD News and Views  Employment Opportunities Scanner 

BWFH Nurse  Last Week in Patient Safety!   
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