
 

 
 
 
 

BWFH celebrates Strategic Goal Week 
 
Last week, Brigham and Women’s Faulkner Hospital celebrated Strategic Goals 

Week. Through daily President’s Points messages, posters and brochures distributed 
throughout the hospital and a Town Meeting, it was a chance to focus on the 
initiatives that will provide direction for our day-to-day work in fiscal year 2018. To 

learn more about the Strategic Goals, visit BWFHconnect. And to see photos from 
our special Strategic Goals Celebration, visit BWFH’s Facebook Page. 
 

 

 

 
What does BWFH mean to you? Hospital leaders illustrate their thoughts 
 

At a recent retreat, members of Brigham and Women’s Faulkner Hospital’s 
Leadership Council and Chiefs gathered to discuss the hospital’s strategic goals 
along with other important hospital news. In small groups, hospital leaders were 
also asked to work together to illustrate what BWFH means to them. Visit 
BWFH’s Facebook page to see photos of their work. 
 

 

 

 
Baldassari named BWFH’s first Chief Advanced Practice Professional 

 
Johanna Baldassari, MSN, RN, APRN-BC, FNP-C, has been named Chief Advanced 
Practice Professional at Brigham and Women’s Faulkner Hospital. Advanced Practice 
Professionals (NPs, PAs and CRNAs) are increasingly involved in expanded patient care, 
process improvement and education. In this newly created role, Baldassari will 
spearhead efforts to organize a shared governance model for the Advanced Practice 

Professionals in to order to help this group identify and achieve their goals. Read more.  
 
 

 
 

 

BWFH welcomes new Manager of Biomedical Engineering 
 

Alyssa Merkle, who earned a bachelor of science in Biomedical Engineering and a master 
of science in Biomedical and Clinical Engineering from the University of Connecticut, 

recently assumed the role of Manager of Biomedical Engineering at Brigham and 
Women’s Faulkner Hospital. Read more.  
 
 
 
 

http://bwfhconnect.org/Employee_Resources/Newsletters/Presidents-Points/archive.aspx
http://healthcare.partners.org/streaming/Live/BWFH/BWFH_TownHall_Meeting.html
http://bwfhconnect.org/Employee_Resources/Strategic-Goals/default.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/pg/faulknerhospital/photos/?tab=album&album_id=10156009853433469
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10156001067258469.1073741939.337037838468&type=1&l=3e8226fc86
http://www.brighamandwomensfaulkner.org/about-us/general-information/bwfh-news/baldassari-named-bwfhs-first-chief-advanced-practice-professional.aspx
http://www.brighamandwomensfaulkner.org/about-us/general-information/bwfh-news/bwfh-welcomes-new-manager-of-biomedical-engineering.aspx


 

 
Bowen-Brady and Kaufman earn DNP 

 
Balancing work and home life is always a challenge, especially when you 
decide to go back to school to earn an advanced degree. But Associate Chief 
Nurse of Practice and Innovation Helene Bowen-Brady, DNP, MEd, RN-BC, 

and the Weiner Center for Preoperative Evaluation’s Robin Kaufman, DNP, 
APRN, FNP-BCMSN, both of whom recently completed their Doctor of Nursing 
Practice (DNP), say it’s all worth it. Read more.  
 

 
 
 

 
Summer Jobs Program student named PIC Achiever 
 

The Boston Private Industry Council (PIC) is a nonprofit organization that 
strengthens Boston’s communities and its workforce by connecting youth and 
adults with education and employment opportunities that align with the needs of 
area employers. In the summer of 2017, through PIC’s partnership with Brigham 
and Women’s Faulkner Hospital, TechBoston Academy student Naicka Pierre had 
the opportunity to work at the hospital in Transport. She was also recently 

named a 2017 PIC Achiever. Read more.  

 
 
 

 
Shikora receives Presidential Award from the International Federation for 

the Surgery of Obesity and Metabolic Disorders 
 
Dr. Scott Shikora, a bariatric surgeon and Director of the Combined Brigham Health 

Center for Metabolic and Bariatric Surgery, was named among the recipients of the 
Presidential Award at the International Federation for the Surgery of Obesity and 
Metabolic Disorder 22nd World Congress held recently in London. Read more.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Patient Safety Highlight of the Month: Safe food trays 
 

A 7 North patient was hospitalized as a medical patient on a section 12 following 
a suicide attempt. A PCA noticed that the patient’s food tray came from the 

kitchen with the usual silverware including knife and fork. The patient’s nurse 
had put in an order for a safe tray. A safe tray has several levels but does not 
include a typical silverware. Shannon Vukosa, Clinical Nutrition Manager, 

reviewed the patient’s medical record and confirmed that a safe tray, with only 
paper products and no knife and fork, was ordered by the nurse. She then reviewed the order in 
HealthTouch, and noticed that only the word “safety” had crossed over from the Epic order into the 
HealthTouch system. To find out how Vukosa addressed this issue, read the full safety highlight here. 
 
 

 
 

http://www.brighamandwomensfaulkner.org/about-us/general-information/bwfh-news/bowen-brady-and-kaufman-earn-dnp.aspx
http://bostonpic.org/
http://www.brighamandwomensfaulkner.org/about-us/general-information/bwfh-news/summer-jobs-program-introduces-local-high-school-students-to-the-healthcare-industry-2017.aspx
http://www.brighamandwomensfaulkner.org/about-us/general-information/bwfh-news/summer-jobs-program-introduces-local-high-school-students-to-the-healthcare-industry-2017.aspx
http://www.brighamandwomensfaulkner.org/about-us/general-information/bwfh-news/summer-jobs-program-student-named-pic-achiever.aspx
http://www.brighamandwomensfaulkner.org/about-us/general-information/bwfh-news/shikora-receives-presidential-award-from-the-international-federation-for-the-surgery-of-obesity-and-metabolic-disorders.aspx
http://bwfhconnect.org/Employee_Resources/Newsletters/Last-Week/Last-Week-in-Patient-Safety-Oct-22-28-17.pdf


 

 
Questions about open enrollment? Visit our last Benefair  

 
During open enrollment employees are invited to Benefairs, where you can meet 
with representatives from many of the companies who work with us to provide 
benefits.  

 
Benefair: Thursday, November 16, 12 noon to 3 pm (Outside the Cafeteria) 
 

Remember, make your benefits changes by Tuesday, November 21 
 
 
 

 
Looking for a Partners primary care provider? Find PCPs who are accepting 
new patients 

  
Your health and wellness, and that of your family, are important to us. The Partners 
HealthCare Find-A-Doctor search tool can help you find Partners PCPs with near-term 
availability. Costs are lower when you see a Partners PCP for those with Partners Select, 
Partners Plus and NHP health plans. To search, visit www.partners.org/PrimaryCare. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
On Point: Q&A with Michael - Submit a question today! 

 
Brigham and Women’s Faulkner Hospital President Michael Gustafson, MD, MBA, 

wants to hear directly from you, our BWFH employees and staff. As a way to 

maintain an open channel of communication, Dr. Gustafson regularly 
participates in safety walk rounds and holds frequent town hall meetings where 
staff can bring their questions directly to him. With this forum, there is a more 
easily accessible way for him to hear feedback. Click here to submit a question 

directly to Dr. Gustafson.  
 
 

 

 
Great American Smokeout info table - November 16 
 

Every year, on the third Thursday of November, smokers and non-smokers alike 
are encouraged to take part in the Great American Smokeout. The Great 
American Smokeout challenges smokers to stop smoking cigarettes for 24 hours 

with the hopes that this decision will continue on forever. At Brigham and 
Women’s Faulkner Hospital, we’d like you to quit, cold turkey! Stop by the 

information table outside the cafeteria on Thursday, November 16, between 11:30 am and 3:30 pm. 

You can find information about the health risks associated with smoking, resources to help you or 
someone you know quit smoking and more. And don’t forget to enter in the raffle to win a turkey for 
your Thanksgiving dinner by pledging to stop smoking for 24 hours or longer, or by simply 
encouraging a smoker you know to do the same.  
 
 

 
 

http://www.partners.org/primarycare
http://bwfhconnect.org/Employee_Resources/Newsletters/Presidents-Points/q-and-a-with-michael.aspx
http://www.cancer.org/healthy/stayawayfromtobacco/greatamericansmokeout/


 

BWFH’s LiveWell Committee presents chair yoga - November 16 

 
Join us for a 30-minute chair yoga class with registered dance therapist and certified 
yoga instructor Kathleen Anderson, MA, DTR. Hosted by BWFH’s LiveWell Committee, 
this session takes place on Thursday, November 16, from 1 to 1:30 pm in the Saslow 
Conference Room. The class is FREE for employees! Registration is required as space is 

limited. Contact Nancy Oliveira to sign up. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Save the Date! 2017 BWFH Holiday Meal - December 14 
 

It’s that time of year again! The 2017 BWFH Holiday Meal will be served on Thursday, 

December 14, in the cafeteria from 11 am to 2 pm and 5 to 7 pm. Tickets are required 
for admission and may be obtained through your manager. For those who work the night 
shift, your Holiday Meal will be served in the cafeteria at 3 am on Wednesday, December 
13 

 
 
 

 
Tune in to BWFH on YouTube 

 
Watch the latest promotional videos, lectures, talks and more on BWFH’s 
YouTube channel. Check it out today. 
 
 

 
 

 

Stay in the know! Browse all of BWFH’s latest publications 
 
Bold Ideas, Big Savings  BWFH Perks  Med Thread 

BWFH Calendar of Events  BWFH Pulse – Print Edition Monthly Education Calendar 
BWFHconnect  BWFH Pulse – Email Edition  On Point: Q&A with Michael 
BWFH MD News and Views  Employment Opportunities President’s Points 
BWFH Nurse  Last Week in Patient Safety!  Scanner 
 
 

  

 

 

                                         

http://brighamandwomensfaulkner.org/about-us/general-information/bwfh-news/Get-to-know-Kathleen-Anderson.aspx
mailto:noliveira@bwh.harvard.edu
https://www.youtube.com/user/faulknerhospital
https://bwfhboldideasbigsavings.org/
http://hr.partners.org/bwfh/perks.aspx
http://brighamandwomensfaulkner.org/about-us/general-information/bwfh-news/Newsletters/BWFH-Med-Thread.aspx
http://www.brighamandwomensfaulkner.org/about-us/hospital-events/default.aspx
http://brighamandwomensfaulkner.org/about-us/general-information/bwfh-news/newsletters/BWFH-Pulse-Printed.aspx
http://brighamandwomensfaulkner.org/pdf/education-calendar.pdf
http://bwfhconnect.org/
http://brighamandwomensfaulkner.org/about-us/general-information/bwfh-news/bwfh-pulse.aspx
http://www.bwfhconnect.org/Employee_Resources/Newsletters/Presidents-Points/q-and-a-with-michael.aspx
http://brighamandwomensfaulkner.org/about-us/general-information/bwfh-news/md-news-and-views/default.aspx
http://careers.brighamandwomensfaulkner.org/boston
http://bwfhconnect.org/Employee_Resources/Newsletters/Presidents-Points/default.aspx
http://brighamandwomensfaulkner.org/about-us/general-information/bwfh-news/newsletters/BWFH-Nurse.aspx
http://bwfhconnect.org/Employee_Resources/Newsletters/last-week/default.aspx
http://brighamandwomensfaulkner.org/about-us/general-information/bwfh-news/newsletters/BWFH-Scanner.aspx
http://www.facebook.com/faulknerhospital
http://twitter.com/FaulknerHosp
https://www.instagram.com/bwfaulknerhospital/
http://www.youtube.com/faulknerhospital
http://www.brighamandwomensfaulkner.org/default.aspx

