
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Med Thread 
CONNECTING DISCIPLINES THROUGH 

MEDICATION INFORMATION 

Pneumococcal Vaccine: PPSV23 vs. PCV13 
 

 

Unfractionated heparin (UFH) is a high-risk medication and due to its variable anticoagulant response, 
requires lab monitoring of the partial thromboplastin time (PTT). Based on the pharmacokinetics of this 
medication, it takes approximately 6 hours to obtain clinically useful serum drug concentrations, also 
known as steady state.  
 

It is important that PTT levels are drawn 6 hours from the time that heparin is restarted at any 
new rate. This allows the medication to reach steady state and allows for accurate interpretations of 
levels for adjustment. 
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The pneumococcal vaccine is indicated for immunization 
against invasive disease caused by Streptococcus 
pneumoniae. There are currently two different 
formulations of the vaccine available.  
 

Each vaccine has slightly different schedules for 
administration and may both be known by multiple 
different names. This can cause some confusion when 
deciding if a patient needs one or both of these vaccines, 
when to give these vaccines, how to space them out, or 
determining whether or not they have already received it.  
 

The two vaccines currently available for the prevention of 
invasive pneumococcal disease (IPD) are:  
pneumococcal polysaccharide vaccine and 
pneumococcal conjugate vaccine.  
 

These vaccinations should NEVER be administered 
during the same visit. 
 

The CDC provides recommendations for the spacing of 
pneumococcal vaccination with both PCV13 and 
PPSV23.  Be sure to use caution when verifying or 
administering orders to ensure that the appropriate 
formulation has been selected. 

Reminder: Heparin Monitoring 

 

 

 
 

Pneumococcal conjugate vaccine 

PCV13, Prevnar 13 

PCV13 was originally approved for use in children, 
and in this population was found to be more than 
90% effective against IPD from vaccine serotypes. 
In adults 65 years of age and older, PCV13 was 
found to be 45% effective against vaccine-type 
non-bacteremia pneumonia and 75% effective in 
vaccine-type IPD.     

 

Pneumococcal polysaccharide vaccine 

PPSV23, Pneumovax 

Available as a 23-valent vaccine, meaning that it 
contains antigen for 23 serotypes of S. pneumoniae. 
It is less effective in prevention pneumococcal 
pneumonia, compared to other forms of IPD, where 
it is about 60-70% effective for the serotypes 
included in the vaccine 

 
- Raul Santiago, PharmD, BCPS 

http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd-vac/pneumo/downloads/adult-vax-clinician-aid.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor: Alana Gruszecki, PharmD 

NEXT PHARMACY AND 

THERAPEUTICS 

COMMITTEE MEETING: 
April 14, 2016 

Changes to DAGs with new 

GIP Hospice Service at BWFH 

As of January 2016, through a collaboration with 

Hospice agency, Care Dimensions, hospice –

eligible patients  at  Brigham and Women’s 

Faulkner Hospital, that require higher level of care 

for management complex needs or those with 

short prognosis can be admitted to the BWFH 

General Inpatient (GIP) Hospice Service. 

 

On this service, patients can receive more robust 

care and additional services for family assistance 

at the end of life. 

 

Care for the patients on the GIP Hospice service 

can include management of a wide array of 

symptom, including: secretions, constipation, 

nausea, anxiety, delirium or agitation, pain and 

shortness of breath. 

 

Some adjustments to the DAGs for the following 

medications were made allow for their use of the 

medications in the management of this patient 

population. These include: Glycopyrrolate, 

Morphine, Hydromorphone, Haloperidol, and 

Lorazepam. 
 

Glycopyrrolate (Rubinol) 

 An anticholinergic agent similar to atropine, 
used for management of secretions 

 Rapid onset and minimal central activity 
resulting in minimal central nervous system 
side effects 

 Available on telemetry floors for patients on 
Comfort Measures only(CMO) or GIP Hospice 
service  

New or Updated DAGs: 
 

 NALTREXONE extended-release injectable suspension (VIVITROL) 

 Continuous Albuterol for Inhalation 

 HIV Post-Exposure Prophylaxis (PEP) 

 

Morphine  

 Opiate used for pain management 

 Continuous infusions for GIP Hospice patients  or 

CMO patients on 6 South ONLY administered with 

CADD infusion pump 

 

Hydromorphone (Dilaudid) 

 Opiate used for pain management 

 Continuous infusions for GIP Hospice patients  or 

CMO patients on 6 South ONLY administered with 

CADD infusion pump pump 

 

Haloperidol Lactate (Haldol) 

 Antipsychotic, sedative agent 

 For General Inpatient (GIP) Hospice or Comfort 

Measures Only (CMO) patients, ECG monitoring is 

not required and doses may be administered 

regardless of QTC.  

 

Lorazepam (Ativan) 

 Benzodiazepine used for sedation or management 

of anxiety 

 Continuous IV lorazepam may be administered to 

patients designated as GIP Hospice or CMO on 6 

South only without strict monitoring including: 

continuous O2 monitoring, telemetry, 

hemodynamic monitoring or ICU level of care.  

 


