
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Brigham and Women’s Faulkner 
Med Thread 

CONNECTING DISCIPLINES THROUGH 

MEDICATION INFORMATION 

Expiration Dating for Intravenous Medications 
 

 When administering intravenous medications to patients, 
particularly those given as continuous infusions, it is 
important to be aware of the expiration date on the bag 
and ensure that bags do not hang for administration past 
their expiration time. 
 

Compounded Medications 
 

As a reminder, all IV medications compounded by 
pharmacy will have an expiration date written in on the 
Epic label.  
 

The expiration date will be 24 hours for all compounded 
products, unless the stability is less than 24 hours when 
compounded.  
 

Below is a list of IVs with expiration dating less than 24 

hours: 

 

Pericapsular Solution – 12 hours 

Alpha1-Proteinase Inhibitor (Prolastin) – 3 hours 

Sulfamethoxazole / Trimethoprim (Bactrim) – 4 

hours 

BELIMUMAB (Benlysta)- 8 hours 

Omalizumab (Xolair)- 4 hours [room temperature] 

Pegloticase (Krystexxa)- 4 hours 

VEDOLIZUMAB (Entyvio) 4 hours [refrigerated] 

 

These should all be used within the timeframe noted due 

to concerns for stability of the medication. 
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Compounded Continuous Infusions 

In addition to the expiration date on the Epic label, 

all compounded IVs that are administered as continuous 

infusions MUST include  a pink label that states: “ 

DISCARD AFTER: __Date/Time____” 

 

This will inform the nurse that the medication should be 
exchanged after 24 hours, whether or not there is 
medication remaining in the bag. 
 

The following is a list of IVs that MUST have this pink label 
filled out and attached prior to being dispensed. 
 

Cisatricurium                    Bupivacaine 0.0625% 

Insulin Fentanyl drip/epidural 

Pantoprazole Vecuronium 

Octreotide  Sodium Bicarbonate 

Compounded hydromorphone 

/ bupivacaine epidurals 

Multivitamin containing 

products 

Bumetanide Labetolol 

Furosemide  
 

Pharmacy will work to deliver the bag in the appropriate 

volume to eliminate waste. Refer to the DAGs on 

BWFHConnect for alternative volume sizes for individual 

medications. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New or Updated DAGs: 
 

Check out what’s new in the Faulkner DAG library on BWFHConnect: 

 Clozapine 

 Mepolizumab (Nucala) 

 Iron Sucrose (Venofer) 

 

New NARCAN nasal 

spray product 

Editor: Alana Gruszecki, PharmD 

NEXT PHARMACY AND 

THERAPEUTICS 

COMMITTEE MEETING: 
July 14, 2016 

Expiration Dating continued... 
 

 

Naltrexone for extended-release 
injectable suspension (Vivitrol) is now 
available for patients in the outpatient 
infusion clinic in collaboration with the 
Addition Recovery Program at BWFH. 
 

 
 

Naltrexone is indicated for the 
treatment of alcohol dependence in 
patients who are able to abstain from 
alcohol prior to initiation of treatment 
and for the prevention of relapse in 
patients with opioid dependence. 
 

This agent acts as a pure opioid 
antagonist, blocking the effects of 
opioids through competitive binding at 
opioid receptors. When used in 
combination with psychosocial 

support, naltrexone can help prevent 
relapse for alcohol or opioid abuse 
disorders. 
 

Patients must abstain from opiate 
therapy at least 7 days prior to 
initiation of naltrexone. In addition, a 
trial of the oral formulation is used to 
rule out risk of adverse reactions with 
the long-acting formulation. 
 

The standard dose for treatment is a 
380 mg intramuscular injection every 
four weeks. 
 

Adverse events may include: injection 
site reactions, hypersensitivity 
reactions, nausea, and vomiting.  
 
This medication is currently only 
available for outpatient administration 
at BWFH in the Outpatient Infusion 
Clinic (OPIC). 
 

See DAG for addition information on 
storage, mixing, and administration. 

 
 

A new device for intranasal 
administration of naloxone, approved 
by the FDA in the fall of 2015, is now 
available. This easy to use device 
requires no assembly to administer a  
4 mg/0.1 mL dose intranasally to a 
patient who is experiencing opioid 
overdose.  
 

On Tuesday June 14th, the supply of 
intranasal naloxone for patient 
discharge in the BWFH ED is being 
switched to this new product. 
 

More information on how to use this 
new device can be found here. 

Naltrexone for extended-release injectable 

suspension for substance abuse disorder 

available in BWFH OPIC. 

Pre-mixed and Manufacturer IVs 

Medications that are pre-mixed by the manufacturer, such as IV heparin, do not 

have to be exchanged every 24 hours. These medications may hang until the 

supply in the bag runs out or the IV tubing is changed, whichever is less.   

By being vigilant of expirations dates, we can ensure that patients continue to 

safely receive their medications during their stay at Brigham and Women’s 

Faulkner Hospital 

 

http://bwfhconnect.org/Departments_Programs/Pharmacy/DAGs/ClozapineDAG_06_2016.pdf
http://bwfhconnect.org/Departments_Programs/Pharmacy/DAGs/Mepolizumab_(Nucala)_DAG_06_2016.pdf
http://bwfhconnect.org/Departments_Programs/Pharmacy/DAGs/Iron_Sucrose_DAG_06_2016.pdf
http://bwfhconnect.org/Departments_Programs/Pharmacy/DAGs/Naltrexone-Vivitrol-05-16.pdf
http://www.narcannasalspray.com/helpful-resources/?gclid=Cj0KEQjw1cS6BRDvhtKL89em1oIBEiQAtZO5x9ClbrEs09g6UM3EadTXY1mMCCPZY5trV8uPilIvtYYaAiFI8P8HAQ

