
 
 
 
 

Brigham and Women’s Comprehensive Spine Center at BWFH offers 

innovative new therapy for back and leg pain 
 
Chronic back and leg pain can negatively impact quality of life, in some cases 
preventing a patient from working or enjoying social interactions. At Brigham 
and Women’s Comprehensive Spine Center at Brigham and Women’s Faulkner 
Hospital, experts in pain management have recently begun using an innovative 
new FDA-approved therapy for back and leg pain. Brigham and Women’s 
Comprehensive Spine Center is the first practice in New England to use this new 

technology. Read more.  
 

 
Partners TeleStroke Center now accessible from BWFH 

 
For a patient suffering from a stroke, time is of the essence. In fact, when given in 
the first three hours of ischemic stroke, tissue plasminogen activator (tPA) may 
improve the chances of recovering from a stroke. For those patients who present 
with signs of stroke at Brigham and Women’s Faulkner Hospital’s Emergency 
Department, a new collaboration with Partners TeleStroke Center is helping to speed 

up the diagnosis process so that this life-saving treatment can be administered in 
time. Read more.  
 
 
 

 

 

BWFH continues to improve end-of-life care with new inpatient hospice 
program 

 
At Brigham and Women’s Faulkner Hospital, compassionate end-of-life care is 
available to those who need it. The hospital offers a Palliative Care Consult 
Service and, on 6 South, patients nearing the end of life have also benefited 
from the Butterfly Project. Now, with the implementation of a new inpatient 
hospice program on 6 South, patients who qualify for hospice and their families 

can find even more support during this difficult time. Read more.  
 

 
OR welcomes new Nurse Director 

 
Natascha Reed, MSN, RN, recently assumed the role of Operating Room Nurse 
Director at Brigham and Women’s Faulkner Hospital. She began her nursing career 
as an OR scrub tech in Labor and Delivery at the Naval Medical Center in 
Portsmouth, Virginia. For the past five years she’s held the position of Clinical 
Manager in the OR at Paradise Valley Hospital in Arizona. Read more. 
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A personal approach improves process in the ED 

 
Your child spikes a very high fever. You’re not feeling well and your primary care 
provider can’t see you today. You sliced your finger while making dinner. 
Regardless of the reason for your visit, a trip to the emergency department is 
never something you look forward to. At Brigham and Women’s Faulkner 

Hospital, the emergency medicine team understands the stress patients and 
family members in the ED are under and continually strive to make the 

experience more efficient to get you on your way sooner. One way they’re doing this is by following up 
with patients who presented at the ED but didn’t wait to be seen. Read more.  
 
 

 

Meet and greets allow new surgeons at BWFH to onboard more smoothly 
 

Before a surgeon begins operating at Brigham and Women’s Faulkner Hospital, 

they must learn the lay of the land―from simple things like where to park, 
where to find their locker and how to get an ID badge, to those that are much 
more complex like how to work with the OR staff. An important part of the 
process is a meet and greet with the surgeon and key stakeholders in advance 
of the surgeon’s first case. Read more.  

 
 

 
Addiction Recovery Education Program helps BWFH staff better understand 
the needs of a unique patient population 

 
Almost two years ago, Brigham and Women’s Faulkner Hospital integrated the 
inpatient unit dedicated to the Addiction Recovery Program into the general 
medicine unit on 6 North. The move gave patients in the program access to 24-

hour on-site medical coverage and the telemetry and monitoring equipment that 

they need. To help staff feel more comfortable and ensure patients received the 
very best care, education initiatives were implemented during the initial transition and continue on a 
regular basis through the Addiction Recovery Education Program. Read more.  
 
 

 
Another Benefit to a Daily Aspirin Regimen? Study suggests pain reliever 

may slow the progression of advanced prostate cancer 
 
Aspirin has long been used to treat pain, fever and inflammation. It can also be 
used at low doses over the long term to help prevent heart attack, stroke and blood 
clots. A recent study by The Wall Street Journal has suggested yet another use: 
treating advanced prostate cancer. Brigham and Women’s Faulkner Hospital’s 
Section Chief of Urology Dr. Michael Malone weighs in on these findings. 
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BWFH specialists in the news  

 
Brigham and Women’s Faulkner Hospital’s Dr. Elizabeth Loder, Chief, Division of 
Headache and Pain, Department of Neurology, recently spoke with WBZ 
NewsRadio 1030 about the debilitating effects of migraines and the need for 

more research.  
 

Brigham and Women’s Faulkner Hospital’s Chief of Gynecology, Dr. James Greenberg, recently spoke 
with the Huffington Post about the choices women are making when it comes to when they decide to 
have children. 
 
 

 
BWFH’s Tri Annual Medical Staff Meeting - February 25 
 

Save the date! Brigham and Women’s Faulkner Hospital’s next Tri Annual Medical 
Staff Meeting will be held on Thursday, February 25, at 5 pm in Huvos Auditorium. 
The guest speaker will be David Torchiana, MD, President and CEO of Partners 
HealthCare. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Clinical Update in Medicine: Men’s Health for the Primary Care Provider: A 
Broad Perspective - April 2 
 

The objective of the course is to provide primary care providers with enhanced 
understanding and knowledge of current surveillance and screening practice 
guidelines on a variety of diagnoses. The course will focus on contemporary 
health issues and complex disease processes in the areas of urology, 
orthopedics and general surgery. The course, which will take place in the Mary 
Ann Tynan Conference Center at Brigham and Women’s Faulkner Hospital on 

Saturday, April 2, from 7:30 am to 3:15 pm, is intended for all primary care 
providers including physicians, nurse practitioners and physician’s assistants. Click here for more 
information or to register. 
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